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How can Australia day bring Australians together?













The First Fleet arrived in Sydney on 26 January 1788. The British settlers 

thought the land was empty, but Aborigines had already been living there 

for over 50,000 years. The British colonized their land.



video   Truth and reconciliation

https://youtu.be/3DdtNeQQlho?list=TLGGLfxNVXEd7_IxOTA2MjAyMg

AXIS:  The past in the present

Australia is a country with a rich, if short, history, whose society today is divided over the place 

accorded to Aborigines. The ambivalent relationship between white Australians and Aborigines dates 

back to the arrival of the First Fleet, led by Arthur Phillip, at Port Jackson on 18 January 1788. 

The colony of Sydney was founded two weeks later, marking the beginning of Australia. 

It is important to understand a specific cultural point, the ambivalence that tugs at our societies, 

between the desire to satisfy a need to unite around the identity of a nation and shared values, and the 

need to recognise the mistakes of the past and accept the consequences. 

Australia Day is at the heart of a debate that has agitated Australians for decades (historically, the 

starting point was the National Day of Mourning in 1938) and crystallises this ambivalence: 

can a society celebrate a date that some of its members describe as Invasion Day or Survival Day? Do we 

need a bank holiday to formalise the celebration of shared values? 

https://youtu.be/3DdtNeQQlho?list=TLGGLfxNVXEd7_IxOTA2MjAyMg
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