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“Rhapsody in Blue” is a 1924 musical composition by American composer George Gershwin for solo piano and jazz band, which combines elements of classical music with jazz-influenced effects. The cradle of Jazz in the 1920s was Harlem, north Manhattan. It was featured as a segment of Fantasia 2000 by Disney, which tries to make the visual illustration of famous pieces of music. The cartoon deals with a story set during the Great Depression in New York, still in construction, with several people in a daily life during a rough period. It starts with the following:
· Construction worker Duke heading off to work, while having dreams of being a jazz musician.

· A jobless man named Joe is having coffee at a diner; feeling depressed at having no job and having a lack of money and is treated badly due to being out of money, not even having enough to spend on food or coffee. 
· A little girl named Rachel has to go various classes throughout the day while her parents work in the struggling economy, having to be with her nasty nanny throughout the day doing things she has no interest in or is bad at (such as ballet, which leads to her crashing into a closet, swimming, where she is covered from head to toe with various swim aids, singing badly to the point a dog faints, splashing her art teacher with blue paint, tying up someone with a gymnastic rope, just blocking a tennis ball with the racket, and almost falling off her piano-playing chair).

· A man named Flying John is out with his wife Margaret, getting stuff for her dog while he just wants to have fun.

Each of them goes through a rather dry day until something miraculous happens to each of them that changes everything. Each of the characters have a different goal, which is shown while each of them watch a group of people skating on the ice: Duke wishes to become a drummer in a jazz band, Rachel wishes to spend more time with her parents, Joe wishes to have a job, and John wishes to be out and about, having fun. The music goes along with the cartoon to express the hopes and feelings of these 4 characters.
Your task: Choose at least 1 character and show how, through what happened to him/her, to what extent New York can be seen as the land of dreams and miracles becoming true. 
                   You have to describe in details the cartoon, the connection between the drawing and the music (rhythm…), the cultural references and the broad effects produced. You will thus have to point the force of persuasion of the New Yorkese soft power. 
