US MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC INFLUENCE ACROSS THE WORLD

NATO: In 1949…
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AND TODAY…



Sophisticated weapons: www.businessinsider.com/american-battlefield-weapons-2011
MQ9 Reaper Drone
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Manufactured by: General Atomics Aeronautical Systems (GA-ASI)

Release date: 2001

The Reaper has been around for over 10 years, but was used largely for intelligence and reconnaissance until recently. 
Today, squadrons of F-16's are being transitioned into fully unmanned drone fleets.

The Reaper is the largest of the UAV's in the U.S. arsenal with a wingspan of 84 feet, a takeoff weight of 7,000 pounds, a payload capacity of 3,000 pounds and a flight time of 36 hours.

The drone climbs up to 52,000 feet, and reads a license plate from over two miles away. Capable of carrying 500 pound bombs, air-to-ground, and air-to-air missiles the UAV fleet is poised to perform the lion's share of American air support.

As of March 2011 the Air Force has more personnel training to operate its burgeoning drone fleet than for any other weapon system in its arsenal.


PHASR Rifle
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wikipedia commons
Manufactured by: the Department of Defense (DOD)

Release date: 2007

The Personnel Halting and Stimulation Response (PHASR) rifle is a handheld laser array, called a dazzler, capable of blinding and disorienting anyone caught in its sights.

While weapons to cause blindness were sagely restricted by the 1995 United Nations Protocol on Blinding Laser Weapons (a ruling the U.S. didn't agree to until 2009) the PHASR causes only temporary blindness, thus escaping the ban.

Dazzlers were originally mounted devices to U.S. soldiers rifles as a non-lethal way to halt Iraqis who failed to stop at checkpoints.

The PHASR uses a green laser array to calculate its targets distance and ensure its non-blinding intensity.


The Black Knight
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Military Today
Manufactured by: BAE Systems (BA.L)

Release date: 2008

The Black Knight is a combination remote controlled tank and forward scouting vehicle, designed for situations too risky for manned vehicles.

To keep costs low, the Black Knight shares a weapons systems and engine parts with the manned Bradley Fighting vehicle. Including a 30mm cannon, machine gun and 300 horsepower engine.

The vehicle is also fitted with autonomous navigation software and can design and follow its own routes without input from an outside source.



MAARS Robot (Modular Advanced Armed Robotic System)
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QinetiQ

Manufactured by: QinetiQ - QQ
Release date: 2009

The MAARS Robot is a modified remote control, bomb disposal robot.

Customizable to various needs, the MAARS can be configured with either an MB240 machine gun and 40mm grenade launcher, or a loudspeaker and eye dazzling laser, or bean bag guns, smoke, and pepper spray.


US Aircraft carriers: the Abraham Lincoln, the Kitty Howk, the Ronald Reagan, surrounded by warships and warplanes in 2006 (Exercise in the Pacific Ocean) → possibility to combine the Navy and the Air Force wherever and whenever it’s needed.




Image of the US Army : from glory to scandals

My Lay Massacre during the Viet Nam War in 1968:




A symbol of the atrocities caused by Napalm : Kim Phuc, photo taken in 1972
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In Iraq: Tortures in the Abu Ghraib jail (west of Bagdad - 2003) known by famous photos, under WBush’s presidency.


 Photo of a prisoner compelled to stand up on a box, otherwise he’s electrocuted .
The Veteran’s situation when they ‘come back home’: difficulty of reintegration
A very relevant exhibition made by the photographer Eugene Richards: War is personal, which denounces the psychological impact of the aftermath of the Iraqi war, in 2009.















