III) A forgotten History is being written
Since 1994, a compulsory curriculum has been established for all British pupils, including the Holocaust Studies which is the study of the “Shoah” in French.  As a result, a question was raised: what did the glorious UK do for the European Jews, as the Nazi anti-semite legislation was known in Europe since 1935 (the Nuremberg laws) ?

1) The Jewish immigration during WW2

Since the end of the 1990s, a new generation of historians highlight many new sides of the war, especially about the British policy of asylum towards the European Jews. Louise London is a major historian on this topic. She underlined the fact that behind the glorious cliché of the UK fighting against Nazism, the refugees were not welcomed easily because seen as a burden and not a war priority. 
However, some personal initiatives were led by MP’s who criticized Churchill for this unfit policy of asylum such as Eleanor Rathbone, who wanted to inform with severity the government of testimonies of an ongoing genocide. (see doc).
An original initiative was the Kindertransport. It was the organization of the transport of  10,000 Jewish children from Germany and Austria to England through the Netherlands just before the war, in 1938. Moreover, they had to come alone and with money. They were hosted in families, most of them were Jewish English (see doc). 
· Louise London found thus that the UK didn’t want to involve itself into a humanitarian policy towards the European Jews, even if the official anti-semite policy was known since 1935. The British policy of asylum could have done more and this side obscured the cliché of glory and heroism of the collective memory. This is why Louise London speaks about “the less heroic side of Britain’s record”. 
Another historical discovery has been made about the existence of concentration camps in the Uk. 
2) The British concentration camps

The refugees from the German Reich became victims in the UK. As they belong to enemy countries, they were seen as possible spies and called ‘Enemy Aliens’ in a context of collective fear of invasion. They were put into concentration camps in the isolated Isle of Man (in the Irish Sea, between Britain and Northern Ireland). These refugees felt unfairly punished and put aside while they hoped to find asylum in the UK (see doc and read the testimonies). 
CCL: To conclude, the British History during WW2 is being written thanks to a holistic research, being more and more independent from the traditional collective memory built on the classical clichés of resistance, heroism and glory. They are not false, but not enough to encompass the whole History: the involvement of the Royal Navy and the population are now better underlined. A “less heroic side” has been discovered by Louise London while Angus Calder criticized the abuse of “the Myth of the Blitz” by the politicians to hide the disunion of the the UK and to build a common myth, source of reunification. 
Last but not least, some fascist ideas are still alive in the British Far Right (antiparliamentarism, antidemocracy, racism, xenophobia and nationalism.) This extremist ideology reemerges through political parties such as the UKip, especially in time of economic and social crisis. But above all, in time of deep lack of a political project of future for the 4 nations of the UK, in a context of globalization which enlarges the gap between the rich and poor citizens. This can explain why the British Far Right is so anti-European: it is an ideal excuse to find a scapegoat to the current British problems and dream of an imperial past time which does no longer exist. The difficulty to face reality around a fair and efficient political project for all is the real challenge for the UK. Facing it alone, after the Brexit, would make it harder and can lead to a possible implosion of the UK. 
