Fiche élève 1
Dub poetry 

A. Visit the following website to watch the video and answer the questions below. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/poetry/outloud/realmedia/zephaniah_turkeys.ram 

1. Benjamin Zephaniah 
a. Describe what he looks like. 
b. Where is he? 
c. What is the audience doing? 
d. What do you think he’s doing? 

2. The text 
Listen to what Benjamin Zephaniah says and write down the following words you hear. 
a. Pick out the word that you hear again and again in the text. 
b. Pick out the name of a famous celebration. 
c. Pick out the name of a person (repeated twice). 
d. Select the words that, for you, best apply to the man and his performance: funny – rhythm – boring – dance – poetry – recite – dull (monotonous) – reggae 

3. Which sentence best describes who Benjamin Zephaniah is? 
Benjamin Zephaniah is … 
- … a poet who pleads on behalf of turkeys at Christmas time. 
- … a reggae dancer performing his latest hit called ‘Turkeys’ on stage. 
- … a comic artist performing his one-man-show’s most popular extract: ‘Turkeys’. 

B. Now visit the following website to read the text and answer the questions below. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/poetry/outloud/zephaniah_turkeys.shtml 

1. What kind of text is it? 
2. What is the main topic? 
3. What about the tone? 
4. Sum up the text in about 40 words. 
5. List all the positive expressions related to turkeys. 
6. Now write down the pieces of advice the author gives us for Christmas. 
7. Who does the ‘turkey‘ symbolize? 
8. Is it more or less difficult to understand than what the author said in the video? 



C. Words and sounds 
Listen to the poem again and compare what the author says with what is actually written. 
Fill in the grid below. 
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D. Dub poetry 
Benjamin Zephaniah uses a lot of Jamaican English and Caribbean English in his writings. Born in Birmingham in 1958, he grew up in Jamaica and in Handsworth, where he was sent to a school for uncontrollable, rebellious students who were considered 'born failures'. He ended up in jail for burglary. After prison, he turned from crime to music and poetry: 'I started writing poetry because I didn't like poetry.' He is often called a ‘dub poet’. 

Visit Benjamin Zephaniah’s website and collect information to answer the questions below. 
http://www.benjaminzephaniah.com/truth.html 

1. What does he consider himself? 
2. Is the oral tradition in poetry important for him? 
3. What is ‘dub poetry’ for him? 
4. What other dub poets does he mention? 

E. Your turn! 
Create a small poem (5 lines max.) and turn it into Jamaican English on this website: 
http://rinkworks.com/dialect/ 

The Dialectizer turns your text into the dialect you choose. Select the ‘Jive’ dialect in the ‘Dialectize Text‘ menu. Then enter your text and click on ‘Dialectize‘. 
Remember: this is just for fun! 

