[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.jpg]




LISTENING WORKSHEET
David Bowie

1. Match these words/expressions with their definition.
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1. Outer Space  

2. Earth

3. Moon

4. Astronaut

5. Apollo 11
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2. Read the text.
"Space Oddity" is a song written and performed by David Bowie and released as a single in 1969. It is about the launch of Major Tom, a fictional astronaut who becomes lost in outer space. Supposedly released to coincide with the Apollo 11 moon landing, it appears on the album Space Oddity. The BBC featured the song in its television coverage of the lunar landing.
http://en.wikipedia.org                                                             Apollo 11 Crew - Left to right: Armstrong, Collins, Aldrin

3. Listen to the song.
a) Match the two halves of the verse:
Ground Control to Major Tom 
to Major Tom
Take your protein pills
and may God's love be with you
Ground Control
Ground Control to Major Tom
Commencing countdown,                   
and put your helmet on
Check ignition              
engines on

(spoken) 
Ten, Nine, Eight, Seven, Six, Five, Four, Three, Two, One, Liftoff 

b) Complete or cross the wrong answer:
This is Ground Control to Major Tom 
You've really …..................the grade 
And the papers want to know whose/which shirts you wear 
Now it's time to leave the ….......................; if you dare 
"This is Major Tom to Ground Control 
I'm stepping through the door/floor 
And I'm floating in a most peculiar way 
And the scars/stars look very different today 

For here 
Am I ….......................... in a tin can 
Far above the world 
Planet/Comet Earth is blue 
And there's nothing I can do 

Though I'm past one …................... thousand miles 
I'm feeling very steal/still 
And I think my …................................ knows which way to go 
Tell my wife I love her very much she knows/goes" 

Ground Control to Major Tom 
Your circuit's dead, there's something …................. 
Can you hear me, Major Tom? 
Can you hear me, Major Tom? 
Can you hear me, Major Tom? 
Can you.... 

"Here am I floating round my tin can 
Far above the …............................... 
Planet Earth is blue 
And there's nothing I can do."

c) Highlight the vocabulary related to space and spacecraft.

d) The song is a dialogue. Who is talking in each stanza?

e) Explain the title of the song.

f) What is the song about?

David Bowie (IPA: [ˈboʊiː]; born David Robert Jones on 8 January 1947) is an English musician, actor, producer, and arranger. Active in five decades of rock music and frequently reinventing his music and image, Bowie is widely regarded as an innovator, particularly for his work in the 1970s. He has been cited as an influence by many musicians. He died on January 10th 2016 from cancer.

Bowie wrote this after seeing the 1968 Stanley Kubrick movie 2001: A Space Odyssey. "Space Oddity" is a play on "Space Odyssey."
	
	the planet third in order of distance from the Sun, between Venus and Mars

	
	the first and only human mission to land on the Moon

	
	the universe outside the Earth and its gases where other planets and stars are

	
	a round object that moves around a planet

	
	a person who has been trained for travelling in spacecraft


�
the planet third in order of distance from the Sun, between � HYPERLINK "http://dictionary.cambridge.org/define.asp?key=87988"��Venus� and � HYPERLINK "http://dictionary.cambridge.org/define.asp?key=48964"��Mars��
�
�
the first and only human mission to land on the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moon"��Moon��
�
�
the universe outside the Earth and its gases where other planets and stars are�
�
�
a round object that moves around a planet�
�
�
a person who has been trained for travelling in spacecraft�
�
 








