
The passive 
Look at the example below then analyse the verbs in both sentences : 

 

1. Shakespeare wrote more than 100 sonnets.      wrote= …………………………. 

2. More than 100 sonnets were written by Shakespeare.  were written …………………… 

 

 

• dans quel cas, le sujet « agit-il » sur le verbe ? ……………………………………………………………… 

• Que pouvez vous en conclure ? ………………………………………………………………………………. 

• Pouvez-vous en déduire la construction du groupe verbal dans ce cas ?  

 

Part A – Change into the Passive 

Rewrite the sentences about Shakespeare in the passive voice. 

1. People wrote plays for open-air theatres in Shakespeare’s time. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. Shakespeare wrote Romeo and Juliet in the 1590s. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. They performed his plays at the Globe Theatre. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. Actors spoke the lines without microphones. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

5. Millions of people read Shakespeare’s works today. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

Part B – Complete the Passive Sentences 

Fill in the blanks with the correct passive form of the verb in brackets. 

 

1. Shakespeare ______ (believe) to have been born in 1564. 

2. His plays ______ (translate) into more than 80 languages. 

3. The Globe Theatre ______ (destroy) by fire in 1613. 

4. Many phrases we use today ______ (coin) by Shakespeare. 

5. He ______ (bury) in Stratford-upon-Avon. 

 

 

 

 



Answer the questions using a verb in the passive. 

 

 
 

 
His life and work 

 

Burial place ? 

Number of plays ? 

Do we know a lot about him? 

People’s attitude to him when he 

retired? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acting 

 

Female parts ? 

Costumes? 

What happens to the heroes in tragedies? 

Shakespeare’s theatre 

 

Material? 

Date? 

Reasons for closing theatres? 

 

 

 

1. Les pièces de Shakespeare sont jouées dans le monde entier. / 2. Dans Jules César, César est tué par 

son fils. / 3. Ses pièces ont été publiées des années après sa mort. 4. Beaucoup de ses pièces ont été 

filmées. / 5. Le rôle de Roméo a été interprété par Leonardo Di Caprio. / 6. Le Globe a été construit au 

16ème siècle. / 7. Les acteurs étaient souvent considérés comme des mendiants. /  8. On interdisait aux 

femmes de jouer . / 9. Les costumes étaient achetés par les comédiens. / 10. Une nouvelle version de 

Othello sera jouée cet été.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 


