At that time, any youth wishing
to join the Fianna had to pass
very difficult tests. He had to /

defend himself ggainst the spears

of nine men using only a shield; /
he had to jump over a pole as

When the women had taught high as his head; and he had to
- Fionn all the fighting skills he recite twelve books of poetry. a4
=) would need, they sent him to ' I wa -
Finnéigeas the poet to learn the The old man looked at Fionn

twelve books of poetry. and saw in his eyes the

knowledge he had spent so
many years searching for.
“There is nothmg for me to teac
you now,” he said sadly. “You
must go to Tara and take your
father’s place at the head of the
Fianna. Always use your

!,’m knowledge W1sely gt

> Flnnmgeas 11ved-on the bcmks of
the,river Boyne, He had spént..
U ma e;cer hvmg beside: t}ns“ i
' and--ﬁshmg in,it. There was d “fish

in the Boyne known ds the L
Salmon of Knowledge. The
person who caught and ate it
" would know everythmg there was
to know in the world. Finnéigeas
liked the young foir-haired Fionn
and agreed to become his teacher.
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Fionn did as he was told. He '
; cleaned the salmon, lit the fire i
y and put the salmon over the fire F

F1onn set off at, once to join : the
to cook. All was well until a

= . “.Fianna, From tHen on, whenever
Ty blister rose on the side of the " hehad a probiem aJl he. had to
- salmon. Without thinking, Fionn . do was t6 put His thumb’ in his
reached out and broke the skin of . mouth and he had "the unswer
the blister. In doing so he burnt A

ey -

his thumb and sucked it to stop
the pain. He finished cooking the
fish as Finnéigeas returned.
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One day os Fionn wgs learning &

: " poetry he heard ‘a shout. A
: ‘ ' - He rushed to the river and I
: lived. Olltfgthe slopes {\ /fhere stood Finnéigeas holdmg
oo SCIIJ al}zh e 0:1 mﬁsh 3 ; ¢ @large salmon. LOHQ ago in Ireland the king
She asked the women to teach the ¥ . e e ﬁsh b ool i for

had a special army of
soldiers called the Fignna to
guard him. Cumhall was their
most famous leader. His enemies
} were jealous of him, so they killec
him. Cumhall’s Wlfe was afraid
that her young son Fionn might
also be killed.

young boy all that a son of ‘

Cumhill should know, for she

knew that one day her son would
become one of the Fianna.

me please, Fionn,” he said.
“Remember you must not eat
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