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Sinn Fein:  Nationalistic Party active between 1905 and 1970 aiming to reunite Northern Ireland to the Republic of Ireland.
Loyalists are people loyal to the Queen of the UK and partisans of remaining part of the United Kingdom (generally opposed to nationalists).
Unionists are people in favour of remaining in the United Kingdom.
D.U.P: Democratic Unionist Party
Paramilitaries : In the United Kingdom and Ireland, the term is often restricted to the various armed groups involved in the Northern Ireland Troubles, such as the Ulster Volunteer Force or the Provisional Irish Republican Army.
IRA (Irish Republican Army) : an underground Irish nationalist organization founded to work for Irish independence from Great Britain: declared illegal by the Irish government in 1936, but continues activity aimed at the unification of the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. In 1969, the IRA split into the 'Official' IRA and the 'Provisional' IRA. Both organisations opposed partition and refused to recognise the governments of either the Republic of Ireland or Northern Ireland.  But whereas the Provisionals advocated violent confrontation, the Official IRA saw its role as purely defensive and pursued a policy of creating a socialist Ireland by largely policies means.
RUC (Royal Ulster Constabulary) = the Police Service of Northern Ireland
The Taoiseach is the head of government or prime minister of Ireland
Gerrymandering means the action of manipulating the boundaries of (an electoral constituency) so as to favour one party or class.
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