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	Every 4 years, Americans who are 18 or more vote for their president
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	US elections are not decided by the total of every US ctitizen’s vote but by inidivual states.
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	On election every US citizen will vote for president and their vice-president.
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	All the votes in your state are counted.
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	The candidate with the most votes becomes the candidate of your state.
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	In the end, most of the 50 states support one candidate each.
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	BUT we have to consider the weight of each state, in relation to the number of inhabitants.

example of California vs. Kansas
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	Every state is divided into districts that are based on population.

More population = more districts = more influence
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	The influence of a state is measured by the numbers of its “electors”

number of electors = number of districts + 2 US senators (the same in any state)
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	When a candidate wins the largest number of votes in one state, he wins the number of electors of that state.

That’s why populous states can be so important to candidates
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	On election day, the candidate who wins the majority of electors (270) is elected president.
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	The new president is sworn in on January 20th.


THE US ELECTIONS

The steps of the electoral process

Find when all these events take place in the electoral process

Election Day / After the Democratic and Republican conventions, until Election Day / From January 3rd  to June 3rd 2008 / The president's new home  / From August 25-28 2008 and from September 1-4 2008 / On January 20th / Between September 25th and October 15th
	WHEN ?
	WHAT ?

	From January 3rd  to June 3rd 2008
	State primaries and caucuses : people vote to help each party decide who to choose as their candidate.

	From August 25-28 2008 and from September 1-4 2008
	Political parties conventions : each party chooses a candidate. The candidate then picks their Vice Presidential running mate. The candidates begin to campaign.

	After the Democratic and Republican conventions, until Election Day
	Electoral campaign : they march in parades, shake hands, give speeches, and talk on TV shows. Volunteers put up signs, banners, posters, and make phone calls to convince people to vote for their candidate. 

	Between September 25th and October 15th
	The candidates and their running mates have debates on television where they answer questions about the issues that are important to the people in our country. The debates help voters decide who to vote for.

	Election Day
	On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, people all over the United States go to a polling location and vote their choice for President.

	On January 20th 
	The President is sworn in, in Washington, D.C.  He recites an oath: "I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States." 

	The president's new home  
	The new President and his family move into the White House at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C. That's when the hard work really starts. They will live and work there for the next four years.


THE US ELECTIONS

Basic information

Election day

Every four years the people of the United States choose a President. An election takes place on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. In 2008 American will go to the polls on November 4. You have to be at least 18 years old to vote, you must be a United States citizen, and you must be registered to vote. A person who is in jail or who is on probation for committing a felony (serious crime such as murder or robbery) cannot vote. 

Role of the president

The job of President is a very important one. The President picks many of the people who help run the country including judges. He or she is in charge of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines. He or she represents the United States and decides how that country works with other countries. The President suggests laws and signs laws. Sometimes he or she even rejects laws. He or she works to help other countries get along.  

Who can become President of the USA?

Not just anyone can be President. You have to be born in the United States and be at least 35 years old. You must also have lived in the US for 14 years or more. You can only be President for eight years (that's two four-year terms.) The President can be a man or a woman of any race or any religion.

	Requisites 

to be allowed 

to vote
	· You must be at least 18 years old
· You must be a US citizen
· You must be registered to vote
· You mustn't be in jail
· You mustn't be on probation for committing a felony

	Requisites 

to become 

a president
	· You must be born in the USA
· You must be at least 35 years old
· You must have lived in the US for 14 years or more


a) So, could you vote in the US? Why (not)?

No, because I am too young, I am not a US citizen, and I am not registered to vote.

b) And could you become a US president one day?

I couldn't because I was not born in the USA.
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